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Inside  
Book Shelf Program  

Summer Reading Program  

Strategy Games Club  

Adult Book Club  

Spring Book Sale  
 

Saturday, May 3 

10am to 5pm 
 

Bag Sale Too  
Sunday, May 4 

1pm to 5pm 
(fill your bag for just $6)  

 

Members - Only  

Preview Sale  

Friends of the Issaquah Library 

Members 

(join at the door) 

Friday, May 2 

5:30pm to 7pm 
 

<Get and Give> 

Volunteers Needed: 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

Help set up, take down, 

or during the sale. 
 

Sign-up sheets will be available at 

the Reference Desk in April, or 

contact Lesley Wilson at 

lpw98075@comcast.net. 

  

Issaquah Library is turning 100 

Come celebrate! 
 

By Bobbie Daniel 

Senior Managing Librarian 

Who is that mysterious man in black listening 

attentively? Rob Fletcher was the President 

of the Issaquah Library Board at the 

groundbreaking ceremony in October, 1982 

for the ñnewò Issaquah Library? . 

What do a library and barbershop have in common?  Books -  if youôre 

considering the 1908 reading room in Enos Gussô barbershop on Front 

Street that was Issaquahôs first library. 
 

It wasnôt until 1962 when the library inherited the Issaquah schoolsô 

lunchroom that we finally had a home of our own.  On a warm August 

night the cafeteria, with fond memories of macaroni and cheese casserole 

wafting through it, was rolled down ñSchoolhouse Hillò to Memorial 

Field, just north of todayôs police station. 
 

It survived the trip!  In October of that year, the Board retained architect 

Thomas Dunstan to redesign the building into what was to become our 

community library.  And the rest, as they say, is history. 
 

Weôll recognize that history in September and our first 100 years in a 

double celebration  also honoring the Friendsô 50th Anniversary!  Youôll 

have an opportunity to leaf through our 

Library scrapbook and enjoy many other 

planned activities. 
 

Look for more information as we get 

closer to the Fall date! 

1964 photo showing 

remodeled old school 

lunchroom into first class 

library facility. 

mailto:lpw98075@comcast.net
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Letter from the President  
By Martha Pinsky 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I have so much wonderful news to share with 

you I hardly know where to begin. 
 

Friends at 50! 

The Issaquah Library will be turning 100 years 

old this year and, of course, that calls for a 

celebration!  On top of that, I was looking 

through some Friendsô history and  discovered 

that the Friends of the Issaquah Library was 

formed in 1958 which makes 2008 our 50th 

anniversary!  So, come September we will be 

having a dual commemoration with lots of fun 

and entertainment for all.  More information 

will be forthcoming and added to our website 

as the date gets closer. 
 

And, speaking of our new website, I encourage 

everyone to be sure and visit us at 

www.issyfriends.org.  Lesley Wilson has put a 

lot of effort into designing this beautiful and 

useful website where youôll find all kinds of 

Friendsô information.  This is still a work in 

progress but there is already plenty to read 

about.  Suggestions are welcome. 
 

Save these datesé 

A reminder about the Friends Day Luncheon sponsored by the KCLS 

Foundation on April 26, 9:30 A.M. at the KCLS Service Center.  This is 

always a wonderful event with great food and entertainment. RSVP Claire 

Wilkerson, 425-369-3448. 
 

The Spring Book Sale is coming up May 2, 3 and 4.  Your help is needed 

for set up, sorting, cashiering, replenishing tables as things are sold, and 

cleaning up when the sale is over.  We also need you to shop and there is no 

better time than Friday evening, a time set aside especially for members.  

Letôs break a record for sales this Spring! 
 

Did you know tea was first discovered in China in 2737 B.C.E.?  We will 

be meeting at the Tiger Mountain Tea Co. in Gilman Village on 

Wednesday, May 14th at 7:00 P.M. for an evening of tea cuisine and 

culture with owner and tea authority, Wayne Spence.  Reservation will be 

required as space is limited.  Call me at 425-391-5990 before May 14th. 
 

My thanks again to all our Friends for your continued support of our 

wonderful library.  May all your flowers bloom, may all your spring-

cleaning be done with magic, and may all your summer reading take place 

in a comfortable hammock with a glass of ice-cold lemonade.  

Go Mariners! 

 

Issaquah Alps Family Library Hike 
Sunday, April 20th at 1:00P.M. 

By Ann Fletcher 

 

School age children and their parents are invited to join 

the first in a series of monthly hikes connecting the 

library to our outdoor environment.  Gather in the 

meeting room of the Issaquah Library for an introduction, 

storytelling, and an overview of library materials related to 

the topic. 
 

The first hikeôs theme will be ñSigns of Spring along 

Issaquah Creek and lower Squak Mountainò.  
Experienced leaders and teachers will guide the hike 

lasting about 3 hours with a maximum elevation gain of 

300 feet.  Children under 18 must be accompanied by an 

adult.  All participants need appropriate footwear, clothing, 

and a small pack with water and snack. 
 

This series of family hikes and earth friendly resources is 

being cooperatively sponsored by Issaquah Alps Trails 

Club, the Friends of the Issaquah Library and the Issaquah 

Environmental Council.  Future monthly hikes will 

explore other themes and local areas and will be listed 

in the Issaquah Library monthly program flier and on 

the Issaquah Alps website. 
 

For more information contact David Kappler at 425-392-

3571 and www.issaquahalps.org 

The Newsletter is a publication of 
the Friends of the Issaquah Library, 
a 501(c)(3) organization.  Member-
ship forms are available in the 
lobby.  

Phone:  (425) 391 -5990  
E- mail:  rosemdp@comcast.net  
 
Issaquah Friends Board:  
Martha Pinsky, President  
Vee Fletcher, Vice President  
Karlen Trucke, Treasurer  
Lesley Wilson, Secretary  
 
Newsletter Staff:  
Mary Rae Mattix, Editor  
Michelle Haffner,  
 Design & Layout  
 
Printed on Recycled Paper  

http://www.issyfriends.org/
http://www.issaquahalps.org/
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Whatôs New with the Book Shelf Program?                                                        

Glad You Asked! 
By Ann Fletcher 
 

The Book Shelf Program is a project of the Friends of the Issaquah Library funded through matching grants 

from the King County Library Foundation. The purpose is to distribute books to Issaquah Food and Clothing 

Bank patrons and make connections with the local library services.  During the third year of the program last 

year, 2,000 books were distributed and many families began using the library more. In addition, regular 

participants received photo bookmarks and made special book requests.  This year, with a renewed grant, the 

program will continue these services with added 

enhancements. 

 
New Rolling Book Cart 

A new rolling book cart has replaced the card table set up at 

the bank for the program, increasing convenience for the staff, 

patrons, and volunteers.  The cart allows people to browse 

through the bins organized by age and language.  It also 

displays the directions for participation and the brochures and 

fliers about library programs and literacy.  When the program 

is closed the cart can be rolled into a secure space.  Special 

thanks go to Bobbie Daniels, Senior Managing Librarian, for 

helping us obtain the cart! 
 

Special Treats 

Besides photo book marks, this year regular 

customers will receive photo magnets and posters.  

During the summer, school age children often 

accompany their parents to the bank and enjoy these 

special treats along with their new books. 
 

Volunteers Make It Happen 

The lifeôs blood of this program is its wonderful volunteers, who make the 

personal connections with the Food and Clothing Bank customers as they 

help them locate good books and connect with library services.  Volunteers range from high school students to 

retired folks, and they find it very rewarding.  Dianne Lilly quotes a woman she was helping: ñI donôt have 

much money, and when I can give my granddaughter a beautiful new book, I feel so happy.ò  Julie Ferris 

recalls searching the bins for ñFroggy Plays Soccerò for one reluctant boy.  ñHis face lit up and he took it 

gladly and sat on the floor against the wall.  It was so fun to watch him reading that book to his sister.ò  Ann 

Fletcher noticed a boy having trouble reading the dinosaur book he had selected.  ñI supported him by filling in 

some harder words and suggesting some decoding strategies until he could proudly read the first three pages.  

His mother was watching, and I think she picked up some ways to help him.ò 

 

More Volunteers 

Needed to Help! 
 

Some of our previous volunteers are no 

longer able to help, so we are eager to find 

more people interested in supporting this 

unique program. 
 

Volunteers can create a time schedule that 

will work for themðonce a month, once a 

week, or every other week. 
 

We especially need helpers on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm. 
 

If interested please contact Ann Fletcher, 

Friends Book Shelf Coordinator, at 

fletcherann@msn.com or 425-432-3571.  

She will answer your questions and set up 

an orientation session for you. 

 

Lesley Austin, Book 

Shelf Volunteer, on 

the left, helps patron 

on the right locate a 

Spanish book for her 

daughter.  The new 

cart is in front of 

them.  

 

A Book Shelf 

customer is 

pleased with his 

Peekaboo Book. 

mailto:fletcherann@msn.com
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Catch the Reading Bug! 
By Ann Crewdson, Childrenôs Section Supervisor  
 

Have you ever caught a butterfly with a net, a ladybug with your hand? If you 

havenôt, then itôs time to catch the reading bug this summer.  Thanks to the 

Friends of Issaquah Library, children will be ñMeeting the Beetlesò and 

having a ñCockroach Partyò among other programs. 
 

Catch the reading bug with the Issaquah Library starting June 15th. 

See you here! Ann & Leigh. 
 

Issaquah Library Summer Reading Program 2008 
 

Cinderella and the Bug Brigade 
Monday, June 30, 1pm and 2pm Presented by Mary Shaver Marionettes All ages welcome 

Will Cinderella ever finish her list of chores? Will the Bug Brigade be able to come to her rescue? Could the 

Prince possibly be an entomologist? And will anyone ever see the real Ella under all those cinders? Join us for 

a new version of this age-old tale. 
100 free tickets are available starting at Noon at the Reference Desk on the day of the program. 

 

Meet the Beetles! 
Monday, July 07, 1pm and 2pm Presented by Rowbes All ages welcome 

A group of beetle friends dream about becoming rock stars. Their music is appreciated by everyone, until it 

attracts a hungry bird to the beetle village! Will this nuisance break up the band, or will the show go on? This 

story is brought to life with colorful puppets and original songs. 
100 tickets are available for each performance starting at Noon at the Reference Desk on the day of the program. 

 

Buzz, Smack, Splatïthe Dangerous Lives of Bugs 
Monday, July 14, 1pm and 2pm Presented by Charlie Williams, The Noiseguy All ages welcome 

In a world of bug zappers, fly swatters, roach motels, óDeep Woods Offô and heavy books ð itôs not easy 

being a tiny bug! Spiders, roaches, roly-polys, fireflies and ants tell their slapstick stories through The 

Noiseguy. 
100 free tickets are available starting at Noon at the Reference Desk on the day of the program. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Summer Story Times 
 

Lunch Bunch Story Times 
Tuesday, July 08, 15, 22, 29 and August 05, at Noon 

Ages 3 to 6 with adult 

Enjoy a half hour of stories and songs while you munch. Bring lunch with a non-spill drink.  

Registration not required, but limited to 60 people (30 children with adult.) 

 

All Toddler Romp!  

Wednesday, July 09, 16, 23, 30 and August 06, at 10am 

Ages 12 to 36 months with adult 

This Toddler Story Time introduces your child to story telling and nursery rhymes. 

Enjoy stories, singing songs and finger plays. Lots of wiggling, giggling and romping guaranteed for all! 

Registration not required (children must be accompanied by adult). 


